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issue nationally and increasing access
to naloxone in our communities. The
legislation aims to establish a com-
prehensive response to this epidemic
that emphasizes collaboration between
state and federal officials and employs
best practices from the medical com-
munity, as well as programs and treat-
ments that have been proven effective
to combat this startling mnational
trend. This is an emergency and it re-
quires a coordinated and comprehen-
sive response.

Specifically, the bill would authorize
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, HHS, to award fund-
ing through cooperative agreements to
eligible entities—like public health
agencies or community-based organiza-
tions with expertise in preventing over-
dose deaths. As a condition of partici-
pation, an entity would use the grant
to purchase and distribute naloxone,
and carry out overdose prevention ac-
tivities, such as educating and training
prescribers, pharmacists, and first re-
sponders on how to recognize the signs
of an overdose, seek emergency med-
ical help, and administer naloxone and
other first aid.

As rates of overdose deaths continue
to spike, public health agencies, law
enforcement, and others are struggling
to keep up without clear and timely in-
formation about the epidemic. There-
fore, the Overdose Prevention Act
would also require HHS to take steps
to improve surveillance and research of
drug overdose deaths, so that public
health agencies, law enforcement, and
community organizations have an ac-
curate picture of the problem.

It would also establish a coordinated
federal plan of action to address this
epidemic. The Overdose Prevention Act
seeks to bring together first respond-
ers, medical personnel, addiction treat-
ment specialists, social service pro-
viders, and families to help save lives
and get at the root of this problem.

I am pleased that the Overdose Pre-
vention Act has the support of the
American Association of Poison Con-
trol Centers, the Drug Policy Alliance,
the Harm Reduction Coalition, and the
Trust for America’s Health. I look for-
ward to working with these and other
stakeholders, as well as our cosponsors
to urge the rest of our colleagues to
join us in supporting this crucial legis-
lation.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 208—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE RE-
QUESTED RELEASE OF CON-

VICTED TERRORIST JUVENAL
OVIDIO RICARDO PALMERA
PINEDA, ALSO KNOWN AS

“SIMON TRINIDAD”, FROM PRIS-
ON IN THE UNITED STATES AS A
PART OF THE COLOMBIAN
PEACE PROCESS

Mr. RUBIO submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 208

Whereas the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia-People’s Army (Fuerzas Arma-
das Revolucionarias de Colombia—Ejército
del Pueblo (FARC-EP) is a Marxist insur-
gency group engaged in a bloody civil war
with the Government of Colombia;

Whereas FARC-EP has been designated a
Foreign Terrorist Organization by the De-
partment of State since 1997;

Whereas fighting between FARC-EP and
the Government of Colombia has claimed
hundreds of thousands of lives, including
United States citizens, since 1964;

Whereas multiple FARC-EP terrorist have
been indicted, captured, and extradited to
the United States to face trial for their
crimes against United States citizens;

Whereas Juvenal Ovidio Ricardo Palmera
Pineda, also known as ‘“Simon Trinidad’’,
joined FARC in the 1980s and later became a
rebel leader within the FARC-EP;

Whereas, on February 13, 2003, a small
Cessna airplane carrying 5 people including a
United States pilot named Thomas Janis, a
Colombian national, Luis Cruz, and 3 other
United States nationals, Marc Gonsalves,
Keith Stansell, and Thomas Howes, crashed
in Southern Colombia;

Whereas heavily armed FARC-EP guer-
rillas immediately surrounded the plane and
brutally executed Thomas Janis and Luis
Cruz, then took the other men hostage;

Whereas, on April 27, 2003, the FARC-EP
issued a communiqué taking credit for the
abduction of the three United States nation-
als, made demands in exchange for the re-
lease of the hostages, and appointed ‘‘Simon
Trinidad”” the spokesperson and negotiator
for the FARC-EP;

Whereas ‘“Simon Trinidad” was captured
in Ecuador’s capital of Quito 8 months later
on January 2, 2004;

Whereas ‘‘Simon Trinidad” was convicted
by a court in Colombia for aggravated kid-
napping and rebellion and sentenced to 35
years in prison on May 4, 2004;

Whereas “Simon Trinidad” was convicted
by a United States jury of plotting to hold 3
United States nationals hostage after they
were captured in Colombia, and was sen-
tenced to 60 years in prison on January 28,
2008; and

Whereas FARC-EP has reportedly named
“Simon Trinidad” a member of their Colom-
bian peace negotiating team and made a re-
quest for President Barack Obama to release
him: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) opposes the FARC-EP’s requested re-
lease of Juvenal Ovidio Ricardo Palmera
Pineda, also known as ‘“‘Simon Trinidad”,
who was convicted by a United States jury of
plotting to hold 3 United States nationals
hostage after they were captured in Colom-
bia, and was sentenced to 60 years in prison;
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(2) extends deepest sympathies to all fam-
ily members of the victims of FARC-EP
atrocities; and

(3) recognizes this type of action would
send a negative message to terrorists groups
and undermines the United States judicial
system.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 209—DESIG-
NATING THE ULYSSES S. GRANT
ASSOCIATION AS THE ORGANIZA-
TION TO IMPLEMENT THE BICEN-
TENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE
BIRTH OF ULYSSES S. GRANT,
CIVIL WAR GENERAL AND 2-
TERM PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mrs. McCAS-
KILL, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 209

Whereas Ulysses S. Grant was born in
southern Ohio on April 27, 1822, to Jesse
Grant and Hannah Simpson Grant;

Whereas the first line of the memoirs of
Ulysses S. Grant proudly states: ‘“‘My Family
is American, and has been for generations, in
all its branches, direct and collateral.”’;

Whereas Ulysses S. Grant attended school
in Georgetown, Ohio, graduated from the
United States Military Academy in 1843, and
entered the United States Army;

Whereas Ulysses S. Grant served in a vari-
ety of military posts from the Atlantic Coast
to the Pacific Coast, including posts in New
York, Michigan, and California, and a post at
the famous Jefferson Barracks in Missouri;

Whereas Ulysses S. Grant distinguished
himself in combat during the Mexican-Amer-
ican War and worked tirelessly to succeed in
civilian life;

Whereas, as a civilian farmer in Missouri,
Ulysses S. Grant—

(1) met and married his wife, Julia Dent,
for whom Ulysses S. Grant built a home
named Hardscrabble;

(2) worked alongside slaves and emanci-
pated the only slave that Ulysses S. Grant
owned; and

(3) continued to own land while Ulysses S.
Grant was President;

Whereas when the Civil War erupted, Ulys-
ses S. Grant left Galena, Illinois to rejoin
the United States Army, gained the colonel-
cy of the 21st Illinois Volunteer Regiment,
and began his meteoric military rise;

Whereas during the Civil War, Ulysses S.
Grant led troops in numerous victorious bat-
tles including—

(1) in Tennessee, at Forts Henry and
Donelson and at Shiloh and Chattanooga;
and

(2) in Mississippi, at Vicksburg;

Whereas President Abraham Lincoln chose
Ulysses S. Grant to be Commanding General
during the Civil War, and in that role Ulys-
ses S. Grant revolutionized warfare in Vir-
ginia to preserve the Union;

Whereas in gratitude, the people of the
United States twice elected Ulysses S. Grant
President of the United States;

Whereas during his Presidency from 1869 to
1877, Ulysses S. Grant worked valiantly to
help former slaves become full citizens and
some prominent historians consider him to
be the first modern President of the United
States;

Whereas after leaving the Presidency,
Ulysses S. Grant became the first President
of the United States to tour the world;
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